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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
BY ANDY OBERLANDER, TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Hello.  With the Texas weather slowing slipping 
into Fall we find ourselves just a month away 
from our annual meeting to be held in Houston.  
Though there is more specific information later 
in this Newsletter, I encourage all of you who 
have not had a chance to visit the annual 
meeting website to see everything about the 
upcoming meeting, including the slate of topics 
and speakers, sponsors, exhibitors, information 
on the Golf Tournament, Hotel info, tour info, 
training and schedules.  Your Board had been 
working very hard to put together what I 
believe will be another tremendous meeting.  

The Board is also excepting award nominations 
to recognize any individual or group (e.g., a city, 
agency or company) for a project or other 
contribution in the fields of ITS policy, planning, 
design, deployment, research or education.  
Please submit any nominations by e-mail by 
October 25.  Please keep nominations below 

300 words.  The awards will be presented at the 
annual meeting. 

In August, ITS Texas and the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments hosted a day 
long Incident Management Training course, 
which I attended and found enlightening and 
educational as it was taught from the 
perspective of first responder Law Enforcement 
and Fire Rescue personnel.  More information 
on this training follows in this Newsletter.        

As I write this note, our organization finds itself 
with a membership of 254 professionals in the 
ITS industry.  I look forward to seeing and visiting 
with many of you in Houston this November 18-
20.  I certainly enjoy and look forward to the 
annual meeting each year as I know that many of 
you feel the same.  It has been my privilege 
serving as the President this past year, and as 
always please feel free to contact me if I can 
assist you in any way.   – Andy Oberlander 
 

http://www.itstexas.org/
https://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/its13/
https://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/its13/
mailto:Andrew.oberlander@txdot.gov?subject=ITS%20Texas%20award%20nominations
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ITS TEXAS ADVERTISER 

  
 

2013 ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 

The 2013 ITS Texas annual meeting will be held 
at the Omni Houston Hotel near Houston’s 
Galleria on November 18-20, 2013.  This year’s 
event focuses on PROJECTS: WHERE 
TECHNOLOGY HITS THE ROAD, where we’ll be 
looking at various implementations throughout 
Texas and elsewhere.  A major highlight of this 
year’s conference involves presentations on ITS 
implementations within the greater Houston 
area, followed by tours of these 
implementations in order for you to see these 
projects operate in real-time. 

   

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/its12/
http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/Houston.aspx
http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/Houston.aspx
http://www.daktronics.com/
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE UPCOMING ANNUAL MEETING  

• Monday, November 18, 2013 
 USDOT Training on ITS Procurement 
 ITS Texas Inaugural Golf Tournament 

• Tuesday, November 19, 2013 
 Morning implementation sessions with corresponding afternoon tours 
 Ethics Session 
 Reception that evening 

• Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
 Final day with 4 great sessions 
 Business & Awards Lunch 

 

ANNUAL MEETING COSTS 

• REGISTRATION (includes meals and 
breaks as identified in the schedule of 
events) 
 Member - $210 
 Non-Member - $275 
 On-Site (member/non-member) 

- $300 
 Student - $25 

• TRAINING 
 ITS Texas Member Rate - $50 
 Non-Member Rate - $75 

• EXHIBITORS (includes exhibit hall space 
with 2 booth representatives) 
 8' x 6' space - $650 
 10' x 10' space - $900 

• SPONSORSHIPS 
 Available!  See here for details 

• HOTEL PRICES – Omni Houston 
 FY 2013 Government Rate*:  $109   

(Use Group code: TXT) 
*Government ID will be required at check-in 

 

TECHNICAL SESSIONS 

Session1: Opening Session 
Keynote Speaker – John Barton, P.E., Deputy 
Executive Director of TxDOT and member of the 
ITS America Board of Directors. 
 
Session 2A: Local ITS Projects 
In keeping with this year’s theme of Projects: 
Where Technology Hits the Road, this session 
will focus on two key projects in the Houston 
Metropolitan Area and how ITS integrates into 
them.  The first project is the reconstruction of 
U.S. 290 (Northwest Freeway) and the 
interchange between U.S. 290 and IH-610.  The 
second project is the expansion of Light Rail 
throughout the City of Houston by the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County. 
 

Session 2B: Incident Management 
Incident management is increasingly seen as a 
cost-effective approach to alleviating this 
component of congestion and maintaining the 
operation of our roads.  When an incident 
occurs during high travel demand or on a facility 
without adequate capacity, the resulting 
congestion has even greater impact on the 
transportation network.   This session will focus 
on the implementation of incident management 
and ITS programs to help detect incidents, 
identify necessary response, manage, clear, and 
even prevent some incidents to improve safety, 
maintain traffic flow and reduce congestion. 
 

 

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://itstexas.org/2013_annual_meeting_sponsorships


4 ITS Texas • P.O. Box 2706 • College Station • Texas • 77841 http://www.itstexas.org 

 

Kick-Off Luncheon 
Keynote Speaker – Dan Kreuger, P.E.  - Director 
of Public Works for the City of Houston   
 
Session 3, ITS Projects Tour 1: METRO Light Rail 
METRO Light Rail Construction - This tour will 
visit various sites related to the Light Rail 
expansion in order to allow members to gain a 
better understanding of the project and how 

technologies are being integrated into the 
projects. 
 
Session 3, ITS Projects Tour 2: US 290 Rebuild 
TxDOT US-290/IH-610 Interchange and US-290 
Widening - This tour will visit various sites 
related to the U.S. 290 project to gain a better 
understanding of the scope of the project as 
well as how technologies are being used both 
during construction and in the final project. 

 
 

 
 
 
  

http://www.itstexas.org/
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Session 3A: Professional Practice Update / 
Ethics 
Texas Board of Professional Engineers – 
Updates on Board rule changes within the last 
year, general updates on initiatives the Board is 
working on, information on enforcement 
statistics, and the engineering Code of Conduct.  
 
Session 3B: ITS Technology Toolbox 
An added value session, tailored for the End 
User, The Consultant, and The Motoring Public, 
where you’ll learn about the Tools of the Trade 
in ITS.  Our Lineup of Vendors will be sharing 
beneficial information on the technologies they 
provide, and the positive impacts they bring to 
the ITS Industry, for today and the future 
 
Session 4A: ITS Data and Research 
Deployment of ITS infrastructure is only half the 
story.  This session will explore how various 
types and sources of ITS data are being used to 
operate our transportation systems smarter 
and more efficiently and enabling assessment of 
their performance in quantitative terms 
 
Session 4B: ITS Technology Toolbox 
This will be the second part of the ITS 
Technology Toolbox session, containing more 
examples from vendors tailored for the End 
User, The Consultant, and The Motoring Public, 
where you’ll learn about the Tools of the Trade 
in ITS.   
 
Session 5A: Tolling/Concessionaire Projects  
This session will discuss some of the large 
tolling/concessionaire projects currently being 
constructed in Texas with an emphasis on 
construction activities and operational plans for 
the various facilities. 

 
Session 5B: Mass Transit 
The Mass Transit session will cover various 
approaches of how ITS is being integrated into 
transit to make systems more efficient and to 
bring up-to-date transit information to the 
traveling public. 
 
Session 6A: Emerging Technologies 
This session will be focusing on the future of 
ITS, ranging from upcoming initiatives on 
vehicle-to-vehicle, vehicle-to-infrastructure, and 
other technological advances that are on the 
horizon for managing traffic and improving 
safety on our roadways. 
 
Session 6B: Arterial Traffic Management 
Systems 
As the early deployments of ITS along the 
freeway systems reaches its maturity, the focus 
is now shifting to the deployment of ITS devices 
along arterial roadways.  This session will cover 
examples of how ITS is being used on city 
streets. 
 
Business Luncheon 
Keynote Speaker – Paul Jodoin, FHWA will 
speak on the federal view on Incident 
Management.  Also, awards and scholarships 
will be handed out during this luncheon, as well 
as the announcing of 2014 ITS Texas Officers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.itstexas.org/
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ITS TEXAS ADVERTISER 

 
 

ANNUAL TRAINING – ITS PROCUREMENT 
US DOT and ITS Texas are offering a one-day course to provide an overview of strategies for successfully 
deploying ITS projects that build on existing systems engineering principles and practices. The course 
will first lay a foundation of systems engineering principles to provide a common ground for later 
discussion. Then, it will present the following general outline of topics: how to buy software, how to buy 
infrastructure, and how to manage projects. 

The workshop will take place on Monday, November 18 at the Omni Riverway hotel from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. with a break for lunch at noon.  Registration for the Procurement Workshop will include 
morning coffee, a boxed lunch and an afternoon snack, as well an opportunity for personal and 
professional development. Members and non-members are invited to take this great opportunity.  If you 
are interested in attending the workshop you will have the opportunity to register for it when you 
register for the conference. Please register soon as this workshop is limited to 50 attendees.   
Registration for the Workshop is available through the Annual Meeting registration web site.  

Date: November 18, 2012 in Houston, Texas, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Location:  Omni Houston, Four Riverway, Houston, Texas 77056 
 

Cost: 
$50 for ITS Texas members 
$75 for non-members 
  

http://www.itstexas.org/
https://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/its13/
http://www.twincresttech.com/
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CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS FOR 2013 ANNUAL MEETING 
ITS Texas invites you to submit nominations for 
the ITS Texas Annual Awards Program. The 
awards program was created to recognize 
individual(s) or group(s) (e.g., a city, agency or 
company) for a project or other contribution in 
the fields of ITS policy, planning, design, 
deployment, research or education.  

The nomination should identify the individual(s) 
or group(s) being nominated (name(s) and 
agency or agencies), and should describe the 
unique innovation, distinctive service or 
outstanding leadership making the nominee(s) 
worthy of statewide recognition. You are 
encouraged to keep nominations brief (300 
words or less).   

The Awards Committee will evaluate all 
nominations and select award winners.  
Submission of a nomination is not a guarantee 
of selection. 

Awards will be presented at the ITS Texas 
Annual Meeting in Houston, Texas at the 
Business and Awards Lunch on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2013.  

Please submit all nominations to Andy 
Oberlander at andy.oberlander@att.net  
no later than October 25, 2013.   

 

 

ITS TEXAS ADVERTISER 

 
 

  

http://www.itstexas.org/
mailto:andy.oberlander@att.net
http://www.sesamerica.com/
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EXHIBITOR AND SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
Exhibitor space is running out, and there are still Sponsorship opportunities available for the ITS Texas 
Conference!  The Annual Meeting will provide a great opportunity for your company to showcase your 
products and services to attending agencies.  The following spaces are available for exhibits: 

 

Six-foot Tabletop Exhibit Space - $650  10-foot Vendor Pop-up Exhibit Space - $900 

• One (6’ wide x 8’ deep) space 

• One draped and skirted 6’ table 

• Two chairs 

• One wastebasket 

• One 110V electrical outlet* 

• Full access admission for two (2) 
representatives** 

• Admission to all meals provided to 
conference attendees. 

 • One (10’ wide x 10’ deep) space 

• One draped and skirted 6' table 

• Two chairs 

• One wastebasket 

• One 110V electrical outlet* 

• Full access admission for two (2) 
representatives** 

• Admission to all meals provided to conference 
attendees. 

 

The following vendors are currently registered: 

• ADDCO 
• Alcatel-Lucent 
• Antaira Technologies 
• Axis Communications 
• Bosch Security Systems, Inc. 
• Control technologies, Inc. 
• Core Tec Communications LLC 
• Daktronics 
• EtherWan Systems Inc. 
• FLIR Systems Inc. 
• High Sierra Electronics 
• MaxCell Innerduct 
• Paradigm Traffic Systems, Inc. 
• Proxim Wireless 

• Rapid Alert Network 
• RuggedCom 
• SES America, Inc. 
• Signal - Tech 
• TechOne Sales, LLC 
• Teleste LLC 
• TKH Security Solutions 
• TrafficVision 
• Trafficware 
• TransCore 
• Transdyn 
• Twincrest Technologies 
• VER-MAC 
• Wireless Tech 

There are also several great opportunities to register as a sponsor of the annual meeting.  For more 
information about sponsorship opportunities, please visit the Sponsorship Page on the ITS Texas site. 

For more information on being an exhibitor or a sponsor of the conference, please either visit the 
Conference Registration Website at https://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/its13/#exhibitors-sponsors or 
contact Jordan Bertling at 979-862-1219 or j-bertling@ttimail.tamu.edu.   

  

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://itstexas.org/2013_annual_meeting_sponsorships
https://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/its13/#exhibitors-sponsors
mailto:j-bertling@ttimail.tamu.edu
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2013 CALL FOR ITS TEXAS SCHOLARSHIPS 
ITS Texas is pleased to announce the availability 
of a (non-renewable) scholarship for one 
academic year. Multiple recipients may be 
chosen at the discretion of the selection 
committee based on qualifications.  The 
scholarship, valued at $1,000 per recipient, is to 
assist in obtaining a graduate degree (Masters 
or Ph.D.) program in any ITS-related field, e.g., 
transportation engineering, electrical 
engineering, systems engineering, etc. from a 
college or university in the State of Texas. 

A link to the application can be found here. 

Selection criteria will be based on academic 
ability, stated career objectives, and supporting 
letters of reference. To be eligible, candidates 
must be living in the state and registered as full-
time students in a graduate studies program at 
a college or university in the State of Texas. This 
is what you will need:  

1. Transcript showing previous courses;  

2. Proposed list of courses anticipated for 
graduate degree;  

3. Evidence of acceptance, or probable 
acceptance, for study in a graduate program 
at a university in the State of Texas;  

4. Résumé with work experience, participation 
in professional and/or student chapters of 
relevant associations, awards, etc.;  

5. An essay of no more than 300 words 
indicating career objectives and particular 
interests in ITS;  

6. Two letters of reference to be sent directly 
to the ITS Texas Selection Committee. 
References should be confidential 
assessments of the candidate’s academic 
ability and record, research ability or 
potential, professional experience, 
commitment to career, and any other 
personal attributes, which indicate that the 
candidate is worthy of an award 

Applications must be complete and received no 
later than October 25, 2013. 

To apply, please send your application to: 

ITS Texas Selection Committee  
C/O Andy Oberlander, P.E. 
706 Melrose Drive 
Richardson, TX 75080 
or email andy.oberlander@att.net   

Questions, please contact Andy Oberlander via 
email at andy.oberlander@att.net. 

  

WRITE AN ARTICLE FOR THE NEWSLETTER! 
The ITS Texas newsletter is a great way for you 
as an ITS professional to share your projects, 
plans or other ITS related items with the ITS 
community. If you have information concerning 
any ITS project within the state that you feel 
may be of interest to the membership, please 

contact any of your ITS Texas board members. If 
you have an idea and are not sure of its interest 
go ahead and contact us and we can discuss it 
with you.  SERIOUSLY – the membership wants 
to hear from YOU about completed, upcoming 
or ongoing ITS projects. 

 

  

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://itstexas.org/sites/itstexas.org/files/board_docs/2013%20ITS%20Texas%20Scholarship.pdf
mailto:andy.oberlander@att.net
mailto:andy.oberlander@att.net
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2013 ITS TEXAS INAUGURAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
ITS Texas will be holding its Inaugural Golf Tournament on Monday, November 18, 2013 at Noon at the 
Wildcat Golf Course, 12000 Almeda Road, Houston 77045. It's like no other golf experience in the 
Southeast Texas area.  The preferred golf club of Houston's professional sports teams, Wildcat's two 
spectacular golf courses — designed by Roy Case — are located just south of Houston.  Both courses 
feature elevations up to 100 feet providing spectacular views of Houston's downtown skyline, the 
Galleria and the Reliant Stadium complex. Wildcat combines links layouts with Texas Hill Country 
topography, Houston hospitality and the fun, competitive spirit of Houston's sports teams. 
 
Registration for the ITS Texas Golf Tournament will include 18 holes of golf, and a boxed lunch, as well as 
a great opportunity to spend some time with clients. Vendors and consultants, this is a great 
opportunity to build and strengthen relationships.  If you are interested in playing in the tournament or 
Sponsorship opportunities, please fill out the registration form  and e-mail the form to Mike Coppin at 
Mike.Coppin@daktronics.com.     
 
If you would just like more information about the ITS Texas Inaugural Golf Tournament please contact 
Mike Coppin at Mike.Coppin@daktronics.com. 
 
Please register soon as this tournament is limited to 60 attendees.  The registration deadline is 
November 11, 2013.  We hope to see you there! 
 
  

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://itstexas.org/sites/itstexas.org/files/board_docs/ITS%20Registration%20Form%202013%20Golf%20Tournament.pdf
mailto:Mike.Coppin@daktronics.com?subject=ITS%20Texas%20Golf%20Tournament
mailto:Mike.Coppin@daktronics.com?subject=ITS%20Texas%20Golf%20Tournament
http://www.skylineproducts.com/
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2013 SUMMER TRAINING – INCIDENT MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP 
BY ROBERT BACON, MICA CORPORATION  

ITS Texas held its 2013 Summer Training on Freeway 
Incident Management on August 29, 2013 at the 
DalTrans Traffic Management Center in Mesquite. The 
training, which was developed by FHWA and provided by 
the North Central Texas Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG), brought in 21 attendees from across the 
state. The course was designed to initiate a common, 
coordinated response to traffic incidents that will build 
partnerships, enhance safety for emergency personnel, 
reduce secondary upstream traffic incidents, improve 
the efficiency of the transportation system, and improve 
air quality.  The training was followed by a tour of 
DalTrans where attendees could witness in action the 
principles discussed in training. 

Ron Moore of the Prosper Fire Department and Sergeant Danny Plumer of the Dallas County Sheriff’s 
Office gave an overview of Freeway Incident Management and shared many interesting stories from first 
responders. The attendees saw firsthand how emergency vehicles should be positioned at the scene of 
an incident, learned the importance of determining which agency should be in control of a scene at 
various stages of an incident, and just how dangerous it is while working incidents on the Freeway. 

After lunch, hands-on exercises allowed the attendees to work scenarios using toy vehicles to determine 
how best to arrange first responder vehicles at the scene and decide which agencies should even be 
involved in the response.   Good discussions were generated by the groups as everything was evaluated. 

The instructors told the class that this was the first 
time they had provided this training to the 
engineering and operations communities and they 
were impressed with the interaction that occurred.  
They recommended all the attendees provide 
feedback to NCTCOG and FHWA in order to 
encourage providing this training to others in the 
engineering and operations communities. 

ITS Texas would like to thank NCTGOG for putting on 
a very informative session on the benefits of Freeway 
Incident Management. Feedback for the workshop 
was very positive, and ITS Texas looks forward to 
providing a summer training session in 2014. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.itstexas.org/
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ITS TEXAS ON THE WEB 
Have you visited the ITS Texas Web recently? 
Located at http://itstexas.org , the website is 
your source of information for what’s going on 
in your state chapter. We are always working to 
improve the website and make it a source of 
information for you. Here are just a few 
highlights of the website. 

2013 Membership Application – The 
application form for membership is electronic. 
The annual cost of membership is $25 and 
payment can be made on-line with a credit card 
or you can send a check.  If you become a 
member, you receive discounted rates at the 
annual meeting and ITS Texas training. 

The 2013 membership list is on-line. You can 
use this list to check your membership status 
prior to registering for the annual conference, 
to make sure you get the best rate. The list is 

dynamic and pulls directly from our 
membership database.  You can also access the 
list under the membership section. 

2013 ITS Texas Annual Meeting – Your one stop 
information place for all things “annual 
meeting.” Information will soon become 
available about the hotel, sessions, speakers, 
and tours, vendors and more. 

Student chapters of ITS Texas - Visit this section 
to learn more about the student chapters of ITS 
Texas, links to their website, their annual 
report, and requirements for starting a student 
chapter at your school! 

Updates to the Website. – Did you know that all 
major information updates to the website are 
listed on the home page? You can visit the site 
and see at a glance if there’s new information 
that you’d like to read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://itstexas.org/
http://itstexas.org/user/register
http://itstexas.org/membership/current_members
http://itstexas.org/annual_meeting/2013_annual_meeting
http://itstexas.org/student_chapters
http://itstexas.org/
http://www.paradigmtraffic.com/
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TRANSPORTATION IN THE NEWS 
The following are recent news events that have occurred in the ITS and Operations arena.  Please click 
on the story to take you to the full story: 

• Automated System May Ease L.A.’s Traffic Nightmare (from Government Technology) 

• Commuters Not Heeding High Tech Speed Limit Signs  (from KARE-TV, Minneapolis/St. Paul) 

Did you know that the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA) routinely publishes 
assessments of benefits derived from ITS deployments?  Recent benefits published include: 

• The benefits of multidisciplinary TIM operations yielded an annual reduction in average 
incident duration of 46 minutes and in secondary crashes of 69 percent in Atlanta Georgia. 
(RITA, October 2013) 

• Deploying advanced traffic signal controllers and an adaptive decision support system for 110 
blocks of New York City led to a 10 percent decrease in travel times. (RITA, August 2012) 

• HAWK pedestrian beacon shows 69 percent reduction in crashes involving pedestrians. (RITA, 
June 2012) 

 
You can get the full listing of Benefits at the ITS Benefits web site. 

  

http://www.itstexas.org/
http://www.govtech.com/transportation/Automated-System-May-Ease-LAs-Traffic-Nightmare.html
http://www.kare11.com/news/article/1041176/391/Commuters-not-heeding-high-tech-speed-limit-signs
http://www.itsbenefits.its.dot.gov/ITS/benecost.nsf/0/032E56235213922B85257BF1007DD329?OpenDocument&Query=BWhatsNew
http://www.itsbenefits.its.dot.gov/ITS/benecost.nsf/0/032E56235213922B85257BF1007DD329?OpenDocument&Query=BWhatsNew
http://www.itsbenefits.its.dot.gov/ITS/benecost.nsf/ID/5379810F90B3557885257ABB0068253C?OpenDocument&Query=BApp
http://www.itsbenefits.its.dot.gov/ITS/benecost.nsf/ID/5379810F90B3557885257ABB0068253C?OpenDocument&Query=BApp
http://www.itsbenefits.its.dot.gov/ITS/benecost.nsf/ID/CAF902511DA2377685257B6C005D8474?OpenDocument&Query=BApp
http://www.itsbenefits.its.dot.gov/
http://www.walterpmoore.com
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YOUR 2013 ITS TEXAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President:  Andy Oberlander TxDOT, Dallas 
Vice President:  Jeffrey Weatherford City of Houston 
Treasurer:  Robert Bacon MICA Corporation, Fort Worth 
Secretary:  Jeff Kaufman Houston-Galveston Area Council 
Past President:  Gary Jost Teal Engineering, Valley View  
Director:  Mike Coppin Daktronics 
Director:  Dave Carter City of Richardson 
Director:  Tony Voigt TTI - Houston 
Director:  Marian Thompson North Central Texas Council of 

Governments 
 

http://www.itstexas.org/
mailto:andrew.oberlander@txdot.gov?subject=ITS%20Texas
mailto:jeffrey.weatherford@houstontx.gov?subject=ITS%20Texas
mailto:robert.bacon@micacorporation.com?subject=ITS%20Texas
mailto:jeff.kaufman@h-gac.com
mailto:gary.jost@tealeng.com?subject=ITS%20Texas
mailto:Mike.Coppin@daktronics.com
mailto:Dave.Carter@cor.gov?subject=ITS%20Texas
mailto:t-voigt@tamu.edu
mailto:MThompson@nctcog.org
http://www.trafficsignals.com/
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