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Past President’s Message 
 

I am truly humbled and grateful for the opportunity to serve the membership on the ITS Texas 

Board of Directors. I have learned a great deal. I hope it has been as enjoyable for you as it has 

for me. 

 

Although I will treasure my memories serving on the Board of Directors, I look forward to 

returning to the ranks of general membership. General membership has its advantages. 

 

As I complete my final year on the Board, I encourage each of you to become and remain 

involved. This is a successful organization because of you, the membership. The Board listens to 

and considers your comments. I have abundant confidence in the Board of Directors and the 

membership. Thanks. 

 

Brian Burk 

 

New President’s Message 
 

Greetings to the Membership, 

 

Looking back, Galveston was the perfect host for our highly successful 2009 annual meeting, our 

best year ever.  The meeting was marked by record attendance, record vendor participation, 

training and sessions of the highest quality, and a highly informative technical tour of the 

Bayport Container Terminal.  You gave great reviews to the location, sessions, hotel, and food as 

well as providing ideas for future topics.  As always, the organization owes a debt of gratitude to 

the speakers, sponsors, and vendors.  Most importantly, you, the membership, made the meeting 

the success it was, by your attendance, participation, enthusiasm, and interaction.    
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While successful, 2009 is now gone.  It’s a new year, a new location, and a new annual meeting!  

Your board of directors is already hard at work on the planning process that takes place every 

year.  As you’ll read later in this newsletter, the location and dates are firm, and the board 

already has a meeting theme, sessions, and will soon be soliciting presentations and speakers.  

This is a tremendous opportunity for you to participate in your state chapter—by making a 

presentation at the annual meeting.  Watch your email for a call for presentations! 

 

Were you happy with the annual meeting?  How about telling your colleagues, both in your 

agency and in other agencies and companies that you work with?  ITS Texas would like to grow 

the membership.  We want to be your destination for ITS related news and information 

throughout the state.  Everyone is welcome.  Invite your colleagues from your city, town, county, 

MPO, local consultants, educational institution, vendors and more.  There’s room, and more 

importantly, knowledge to share, for all. 

 

The newsletter and our listserv are the primary ways of keeping you up to date on news and 

important information at times outside of the annual meeting.  If you want to write for the 

newsletter—a project summary, your experiences with an ITS application, etc—we want to hear 

from you and so does the membership.  We have lots of members doing very diverse ―stuff‖ 

across ITS—but we don’t often hear about it.  Lack of time is understood, but articles can be 

short and still be informative.  Why not give it a try for the next newsletter? 

 

It was my honor to be elected as ITS Texas President at the 2009 annual meeting.  Throughout 

my tenure, please feel free to contact me if I can assist you in any way.  I look forward to hearing 

from you, reading your newsletter articles, and visiting with you at the 2010 annual meeting.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert E. Brydia 

 

 
 

 

ITS Texas 2009 Annual Conference 
 

ITS Texas 2009 Annual Conference. Our 2009 annual conference was a resounding success!  If 

you were unable to attend, we certainly missed you; we had a great venue with some first class 

presentations and exhibits this year. We also set a number of records for registrations, exhibitors, 

and training.  The Hotel Galvez was a gracious host offering a great location on the Strand, top 

notch staff, and facilities with a touch of old Galveston history and ambiance. The weather 

cooperated and provided a pleasant experience for first time visitors to Galveston.  
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The Federal Highway Administration Regional Training Centers look for opportunities to 

provide training on timely topics to transportation professionals. This year we were able to 

coordinate a great training program with them on an adaptive traffic control system  called ACS 

Lite and we had a record number of people signed up for a full day of free training. The training 

included presentations and Q&A with the city of Richardson and Harris County who have 

deployed ACS Lite. If you are interested in knowing more about adaptive control systems, the 

TRB just published a comprehensive report titled Adaptive Traffic Control Systems: Domestic 

and Foreign State of Practice. To read and/or download the report follow this link: 

http://www.trb.org/Main/Blurbs/Adaptive_Traffic_Control_Systems_Domestic_and_Fore_1633

23.aspx 

 

 
 

Michael Marcotte, the Director of the Department of Public works and Engineering for the city 

of Houston was our featured speaker at the Kick-Off luncheon and Scott Belcher, the President 

of ITS America was our speaker for the Business and Awards Luncheon on Friday. Both 

speakers provided great presentations to the membership. 

 

 
 

http://www.trb.org/Main/Blurbs/Adaptive_Traffic_Control_Systems_Domestic_and_Fore_163323.aspx
http://www.trb.org/Main/Blurbs/Adaptive_Traffic_Control_Systems_Domestic_and_Fore_163323.aspx
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Thursday morning sessions included speakers on Texas TMCs, Arterial Management Systems, 

and Commercial Vehicles. Conference attendees heard about mobility initiatives, major changes 

in Texas TMCs, creative way of operating a city TMC on a tight budget, and using Bluetooth 

technology for travel time calculations. Presentations on Arterial ITS applications, ITS and 

Border Safety Inspection Facilities in Texas, commercial vehicle technology and ITS in New 

York state gave the members a lot of ideas and insight on specific projects and status.   

 

In the afternoon, attendees were treated to developments in Traveler Information Systems 

nationally and internationally; Tolling/Pricing activities across Texas and in Florida; Technology 

based applications peer to peer communications, active traffic management, intelligent advanced 

warning systems, and using technology to manage work zones; as well as recaps of specific 

examples ITS use for planned special events in Texas.  

 

Friday’s sessions on Intelligent Vehicles, Rural ITS. Operations and Management featured 

speakers from the FhWA, TxDOT, the city of Houston, a nationally recognized research 

organization, consultants, and manufacturers. And of course there was an Ethics session for those 

who needed that annual update for their professional development.  

 

Overwhelming and difficult choices, so many great topics! That is one reason we post those 

presentations on the website, so that you can go back and review the session presentations you 

participated in, view those that you were unable to participate in and for those of you who were 

unable to attend, review the material that was presented and perhaps get some ideas from what 

you saw, and of course for everyone, to be able to follow up with the presenters for additional 

information, another benefit of being a member of ITS Texas! For those of you who could not 

attend, it is a chance to see and learn also. We have all the presentations on our web site and urge 

you to take a few minutes and view the presentations. You can find them at 

http://www.itstexas.org/Meetings/meeting2009.stm 

 

We were pleasantly surprised by exhibitor response and interest in our conference. We had our 

largest number ever sign up to exhibit and even had to make some last minute adjustments to 

accommodate everyone with all of the new first time exhibitors. Most of our exhibitors routinely 

return year after year and as the word gets out new exhibitors sign up. A lot of new products 

were on exhibit this year. The exhibitors included fiber optic cable and support device 

manufacturers, wireless system manufacturers, video and video networking, network devices for 

data and video, RWIS technology, TMC software solutions, Traveler Information System 

solution vendors, a large number of electronic message sign manufacturers and factory reps, 

system integrators and builders, traffic systems controller and system management vendors, and 

more.  The exhibit hall and evening social provides a two way opportunity for our membership- 

our exhibitors, who are also ITS Texas members, get a chance to meet with old and new 

customers, show what is new in the marketplace, and hear what challenges and needs are facing 

the user community.  

 

Our sponsors are a significant part of the success of the conference and we want to recognize the 

Federal Highway Administration Resource Center, Teal Engineering Services, Telvent, PBS&J, 

Kimley-Horn and Associates, HDR, Lee Engineering, Klotz Associates, and Corning for their 

sponsorship and support. 

http://www.itstexas.org/Meetings/meeting2009.stm
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We had a great social in the exhibit hall, the drink tickets and ice cream social sponsored by 

Telvent was a great way to end the evening and everyone who attended had a great time- thanks 

again to Telvent! The transportation for the very popular Bayport Container Terminal tour was 

subsidized by Klotz and Corning. A big thanks to them for helping out and making it possible for 

everyone to ride in comfort in one bus! 

The following vendors participated in the annual exhibition of technologies and products.: 

 Adaptive Micro Systems LLC.  

 Alpha Technologies, Inc.  

 American Signal Company  

 ComNet  

 

 Comtrol Corporation  

 Core Tec Communications, LLC  

 Corning Cable Systems  

 Daktronics  

 EtherWAN Systems, Inc.  

 

 GarrettCom  

 GEWI  

 High Sierra Electronics, Inc.  

 ICX 360 Surveillance  

 Image Sensing Systems Canada  

 MaxCell  

 Meridian Technologies  

 Motorola  

 Naztec, Inc.  

 

 Paradigm Traffic Systems  

 RuggedCom, Inc.  

 SES America, Inc.  

 Siemens  

 Skyline Products  

  
 Teleste Video Networks  

 Telvent  

 Texas Highway Products, Ltd  

 Traffic Highway Products  

 Trafficland, Inc.  

 TransCore  
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 IMAGO North America  

 Iteris, Inc.  

 JamLogic  

 LogicTree Corporation  

 

 

 Twincrest Technologies 

 
 USA Signal Technology  

 

Our members have many goals when they attend the annual conference, the foremost is to gain 

knowledge about challenges, innovations, and other agency experiences so that they can better 

serve their respective communities as transportation and ITS professionals. Meeting old 

acquaintances, networking and establishing new acquaintances helps everyone do their jobs 

better and this year was a great opportunity. We received much positive feedback regarding the 

quality and diversity of the presentations as well as the exhibitor area.  

 

 

2009 Scholarship Winners 
 

Our  scholarship winners this year were  Katherine Anne Kortum and Lily Aung, both from the 

University of Texas, each received a $1000 scholarship at the 2009 Annual Meeting Business 

and Awards luncheon. 
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ITS Texas 2009 Awards 

 

The following awards were given at the 2009 ITS Texas Annual Meeting: 

 DART and The City of Dallas: DART Transit Signal Priority (TSP)  

The project is a joint effort between DART and The City of Dallas. Abed Abukar and Mark Titus 

are the project managers for DART and the City of Dallas, respectively.  

With the completion of the new DART Green Line, train headways in the downtown transit mall 

will decrease to 2.5 minutes in each direction. Recognizing the need to efficiently move up to 48 

trains per hours through the transit mall, DART and the City initiated a systems engineering 

process to define and implement a new transit signal priority system in the downtown transit 

mall. During the development phase of the project, several critical requirements were identified. 

These included the following: 

1. Provide non-stop station to station travel for trains  

2. Maintain acceptable levels of surface for vehicular and pedestrian traffic  

3. Provide mid-station stopping locations for trains that do not block upstream intersections. 

The TSP requirements lead the design team to identify, test, and implement several new 

technologies along the transit mall corridor. These included the following: 

1. ―Time-of-flight infrared devices for detecting trains at locations within the stations and at 

intersections - These devices allow the TSP system to detect a specific area of the train, 

eliminating false calls from trucks or other vehicles in the corridor, and providing location 

specific detection within a station. This capability allow the TSP system to determine the type of 

boarding (i.e. normal or hy-block) that is occurring in the station, and when the train is prepared 

to leave the station.  

2. ModBus Communication equipment and protocol for intersection to intersection 

communication - The Modus communication protocol was developed in 1979 and has become a 

standard in industry for communication between electronic devices. The ModBus equipment is 

used in the TSP system to send train detection information between intersections. At each 

intersection, the traffic signal controller uses the information to determine the proper signal 

response for a train. This response includes such actions as starting early of extending the train 

―go‖ indication. In some cases, the TSP system may hold a train (i.e. not provide a ―go‖ 

indication) until the train can proceed non-stop to the next station or approved stopping location 

between stations.  

The TSP system communicates over a 5.8Ghz Wireless system installed as part of the project. 

Because of the critical need to communicate between intersection, the wireless network includes 

several layers of redundancy. 
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The TSP System has been implemented, tested and is currently operating at 14 intersections in 

the downtown transit mall. It is a great example of multi-agency partnerships and the 

implementation of new technologies in the transportation industry.  

 

 Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority: 183A Transition to All-Electronic Tolling  

On December 1, 2008 the 183A toll road became one of the first in the United States to transition 

to all-electronic toll collection. Many technologies commonly associated with Intelligent 

Transportation Systems enabled the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority to lead the way 

into cashless all-electronic tolling. Unlike some other early adopters of cashless tolling, the 

Mobility Authority was among the first to successfully transition an existing toll road and to 

offer license plate based video billing as a customer option. 

Transition Activities:  

 Video Billing: The "Pay by Mail " video billing program was implemented to encourage 

TxTag usage while maximizing revenue from non tag customers. Violation Enforcement: 

Pay by Mail included violation enforcement through fees, a collection agency and the 

Williamson County court system .  

 Outreach: A "Scratch and Win" ticket contest provided information about the transition 

and the chance to win TxTag credits. Outreach also included earned media , message 

signs, newspaper inserts, radio advertising and community events.  

 Revised Signing and Striping: Signage was installed to let drivers know TxTag and Pay 

By Mail toll rates and that cash was not accepted. Signs referencing cash toll booths were 

removed, entry and exit points were restriped and barriers preventing cash lane entry 

were installed.  

 Ramp Toll Plaza Reconfiguration: Coin machines at toll plazas were removed and signs 

discouraging customers from stopping were installed. 

Transition Outcome:  

 Reduced Operating Costs: Operational cost savings of more than $1.3 million annually.  

 No Revenue Loss: Prior to going cashless, the agency collected approximately $163,000 

per month ($92,000 at cash booths; $71,000 by mail). Since the transition, the agency 

collects $200,000 per month in toll revenue and receives approximately $100,000 in fees, 

yielding additional revenue.  

 No Traffic Loss: Traffic on 183A has increased. In December 2008, traffic was up 16% 

over December 2007.  

 Eliminated Delays, Improved Safety, Reduced Fuel Consumption and Vehicle Emissions: 

Drivers no longer stop to pay tolls, reducing accident chances, improving vehicle fuel 

economy and decreasing vehicle emissions. 
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New Board Member 
 

ITS Texas has a new board member and we would like to welcome him to the Board of 

Directors. Robert Bacon is a long time ITS Texas supporter and member. He has spent the 

majority of his career working in the ITS industry.  He began in 1992 when he started work for 

TxDOT in the Dallas District’s Freeway Management Office as an Engineering Assistant.  

Robert became a registered Professional Engineer in 1995 and either designed or oversaw the 

design of the majority of ITS projects in the Dallas District.  He ultimately became Assistant 

Freeway Management Engineer in 2000 where he also supervised the operations staff. In 2004, 

Robert left TxDOT and joined Telvent Farradyne. While with Telvent Farradyne, Robert held 

the title of ITS Design Engineer and worked on a large variety of ITS projects across the US.  In 

2008, Robert moved on from Telvent Farradyne and joined MICA Corporation, a specialty 

contractor that constructs ITS projects of all sizes in Texas, as an ITS Design Engineer where he 

is currently employed and continues to impact the design and installation of major ITS projects 

throughout Texas. 

 
 

 

ITS Texas 2010  “ITS. What’s new? Is there an app for that?” 

 

ITS Texas 2010.While we are on the topic of conferences this year, start planning now to attend 

your  ITS Texas 2010 conference November 10-12 at the Dallas/Ft Worth Marriott Hotel and 

Golf Club at Champions Circle. This year’s theme  is ―ITS. What’s new? Is there an app for 

that?‖  We are planning the details now and will update the membership as we go. As a starter, 

we will soon be sending out a call for presentations and speakers. Check the website frequently 

as the agenda and topic list develops. Some topic areas that we will be looking for include the 

following: 

 The Role of Social Media in ITS 

 Traveler Information 

 Design/Build on ITS Deployment 

 Incident Management and Partnerships/ Inter-Agency Coordination 

 Transit Management (Transit & Rail) 

 Operations: Active Traffic Management, General/Rural/ITS in work zones 

 New Technologies 

 National Issues 

 Performance Measures 

If you are interested in presenting on one of these topic areas, and want more information, 

contact Steve Novosad . 

 

mailto:senovosad@pbsj.com?subject=2010%20Conference%20Presentation
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Sometimes it is difficult to quantify the benefits of attending ITS Texas when seeking budget 

approval, but here are some things to think about. This is a working conference where we strive 

to provide the membership with access to speakers delivering useful information on the latest 

technologies, applications, policies, trends and lessons learned in this very broad world of ITS.  

Many of us are responsible for leading our organizations’ planning and engineering efforts for 

near term as well as long term technical growth and development or for providing wise counsel 

and guidance to a client, or for making a design and production decision for new equipment.   

 

The world of intelligent transportation systems today has expanded so much from ten years ago. 

If you take a look at the specific topic areas included in the current national ITS architecture, you 

may be surprised to see how broad the coverage is. Each of us can only keep up with just so 

much through newsletters, trade journals, and one on one meetings. It is through professional 

conferences such as ITS Texas, that we have an opportunity to listen to experts from many fields 

and organizations and to hear what they have experienced. Just one new idea, lesson learned, 

insight into near term industry trends, or new technical contact will more than pay for the 

conference if it helps you to make a better decision on a project, technical design, staffing, 

operations, maintenance, or policy implementation.  It is also a valuable networking opportunity.  

 

Our conference is large enough that everyone gets a chance to make new acquaintances and 

engage in meaningful side discussions with attendees, presenters, and exhibitors. But we are still 

small enough that you do not get lost in the crowd and can’t find that person who has some 

valuable information to help you in your day to day work back home.  We have an ever 

expanding group of exhibitors that come to the conference who not only want to show you their 

new products, but truly want to hear your honest opinion about what they provide and what 

features you need that are not yet provided. This really is your opportunity to influence the 

design of new products and make a difference. You have the chance to get some quality time 

with the exhibitors and engage in some serious discussions, so take advantage of that and bring 

your list of questions, compliments, and suggestions for improvement with you. 

 

Obviously we want you to enjoy yourself while at the conference and we try to find a location 

that offers additional amenities for after conference hour meetings and relaxation. We believe 

you will enjoy this year’s venue just as much as last year. The hotel is nice and recently 

upgraded since it became a Marriott property.   For the tech savvy members, you will really like 

the flat screen TVs in the rooms. If you want to do some work while you are there and need a big 

screen display for your laptop, don’t forget to bring a cable so you can use the room TV as a big 

screen monitor! They have a great golf course and you can get in some time on the links during 

your free time. We have expanded exhibit space for our exhibitors as well as outside display 

areas adjacent to the main exhibitor area for some of those big outside units.   

 

More information on the annual meeting can be found on the ITS Texas website at 

http://www.itstexas.org/Meetings/2010meetingoverview.stm .  Look for more information in our 

next newsletter also! 

 

 
 

 

http://www.itstexas.org/Meetings/2010meetingoverview.stm
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ITS America 2010 in Houston 
 

 
 

ITS America is just around the corner and will be in Houston Texas this year May 3-5.  This is 

yet another great opportunity to see what is happening in our field, what we can expect in the 

next few years and find out what others have learned and experienced. This year there will be a 

number of Texas specific presentations and seminars.  

  

To kick off ITS America’s 20th Annual Meeting & Exposition, the Texas Senate Committee on 

Transportation and Homeland Security will convene to take testimony and discuss issues related 

to transportation and homeland security. The public is invited to attend.  

  

The Texas Towing & Storage Association will present  ―Incident Management Towing – Seeing 

is Believing‖   

  

Since 1994, North America’s SuperCorridor Coalition (NASCO) has been uniting public and 

private sectors in the U.S., Canada and Mexico to address critical national and international 

trade, transportation, security and environmental issues. NASCO will host a comprehensive 

discussion on how law enforcement, emergency management and the intelligence community are 

working together to improve the security of the North American supply chain and the sharing of 

information  followed by an interactive panel and table-top discussion on what’s working and 

areas to improve.  

  

The Houston-Galveston Area Council is a region-wide voluntary association of local 

governments in the 13-county Gulf Coast Planning region of Texas. Its Regional Safety Council 

(RSC) has been established to improve road safety in the region. Membership includes officials 

from local and State governments, transportation, law enforcement, health care, insurance, 

trucking, railroads and non-profit organizations involved in safety. The Council promotes 

information-sharing, establish safety goals and performance measures, coordinate safety efforts 

across the region's jurisdictions, and identify policy issues concerning safety. They will hold a 

business meeting and open forum of the Regional Safety Council to which all are welcome. The 

open forum segment will consist of several presentations, including one on Integrated Corridor 

Management (ICM), that are relevant to the Council’s work. All are welcome (both those from 

the Houston-Galveston area as well as those from around the country attending the ITS America 

Annual Meeting) to present ideas, comments, on topics of common interest. 

 

It is still not too late to register. Go to the ITSA web site for details of what you can expect to see 

and experience at this world class conference. http://www.itsa.org/annualmeeting.html  

http://www.itsa.org/annualmeeting.html
http://www.itsa.org/annualmeeting.html
http://registration.experient-inc.com/ShowITS102/Default.aspx
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ITS America Smart Solution Spotlight on Houston TranStar 
 

Congratulations to Houston TranStar!! 

Excerpt from ITS America press release, April 6, 2010: 

  

―The lessons learned from Hurricanes Rita, Katrina and other emergencies have led to 

significant innovations and improvements in the region’s evacuation capability. Houston 

TranStar has created a state-of-the-art evacuation system by incorporating the latest intelligent 

transportation systems that provides a model to other communities of how to use technology to 

improve the safety and efficiency of major evacuation efforts.‖  

– Scott Belcher, President and CEO of ITS America  

 

Houston, TX – At a press conference in Houston, Houston TranStar was presented an ITS 

America Smart Solution Spotlight award for its innovative use of intelligent transportation 

systems (ITS) to develop a Web-based Evacuation Status Map to coordinate the emergency 

evacuation of the Gulf region’s 5.9 million people during major hurricanes. ITS America 

President and CEO Scott Belcher presented the award to Mike Marcotte, Chair of the Houston 

TranStar Executive Committee, and David Fink, Transportation Operations Engineer for TxDOT  

 

As the leading voice for the use of smart technology to address our nation’s transportation 

challenges, the ITS America Smart Solution Spotlight award highlights the best and most 

innovative use of intelligent transportation systems to address national and regional 

transportation challenges.  

 

Why Is The Evacuation Status Map Important?  

Efficiently managing and operating region-wide transportation systems are vital to keep 

Southeast Texas' traffic moving smoothly and safely. Providing the public with a wide variety of 

traffic information through the use of Intelligent Transportation Systems technology has become 

increasingly necessary in Texas' 13-county gulf coast planning region, a region with more than 

5.9 million inhabitants.  

 

In times of crisis, the region must be evacuated in a safe, orderly and rapid fashion. In advance of 

Hurricane Ike in September 2008, the Harris County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency  

Management coordinated efforts with local, state and federal officials to coordinate the 

approved, pre-designated Zip Code Zone Evacuation Plan.  

 

Lessons learned from previous events, including the traffic nightmares caused by Hurricane Rita 

in 2005, paved the way for smoother evacuations. The 2008 evacuation plan, a static map with 

fixed routes and evacuation zones, served as intended, moving about 1.2 million people away 

from the coastal areas.  
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Previously, as a storm approached, evacuations were ordered according to zip codes, moving 

coastal residents out first. TxDOT cameras and detectors allowed decision makers at TranStar to 

monitor evacuation routes and traffic flow. To determine whether the region's Evacuation Plan 

was being followed, emergency responders either telephoned outlying jurisdictions for updates, 

or simply hoped for the best if time prevented that contact.  

 

How Does the Evacuation Status Map Work?  

The State of Texas’ Office of Emergency Management has developed a Southeast Texas 

evacuation plan, which includes placement of law enforcement resources and approved 

evacuation routes with rest stations, pre-designated fuel stations and other amenities for 

evacuees. The interactive map incorporates that plan, allowing jurisdictions to post and update 

their personnel and equipment location and status in real time, offering nearby agencies vital 

information which can be used to plan emergency response, adjust evacuation plans and take 

other actions as needed.  

 

The map is shared via the Web to the region’s emergency management and law enforcement 

officials. It will also display information on incidents, construction, weather conditions, 

evacuation zones, emergency responder deployment and more.  

 

What Is Houston TranStar?  

The Houston TranStar consortium is a partnership of four government agencies that are 

responsible for providing Transportation Management and Emergency Management services to 

the Greater Houston Region. The partnership includes:  

Transportation  

 

 

 

 

In addition, Houston is the first major metropolitan area in the United States to combine the 

resources and expertise of the Office of Emergency Management with transportation managers 

into one state-of-the-art center.  

 

When emergency conditions arise such as hurricanes, floods, industrial explosions or terrorist 

attacks, the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at Houston TranStar is activated. 

Representatives from the four agencies—as well as such diverse entities as the U.S. Army, 

Salvation Army, Harris County Toll Road Authority, Amateur Radio Operator volunteers, the 

American Red Cross, and area local governments—coordinate a response to the incident. The 

Automated Flood Warning System, Doppler Radar Imagery, Satellite Weather Maps, Road 

Flood Warning Systems and the Regional Incident Management System (RIMS) comprise some 

of the technologies used to address emergencies.  

 

In addition, Houston TranStar uses state-of-the-art technologies including more than 660 

regional Closed Circuit Television Cameras (CCTVs), Dynamic Message Signs (DMS), and 

synchronized traffic signals, speed sensors, Highway Advisory Radio, ramp meters and other 

devices also help keep the region’s traffic moving.  
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For additional information about this project contact:  

Dinah Massie (Houston TranStar) (713) 881-3244 Dinah.massie@houstontranstar.org  

 
 

 

National Rural ITS 2010 
 

Speaking of conferences, the National Rural ITS conference often gets overlooked as a source of 

professional development and insight into our evolving world. This is another great venue and 

don’t let the name fool you. While the emphasis is on rural needs, the definition of rural is pretty 

broad and you would be surprised at the applicability of many of the session topics to larger 

metropolitan areas also. This is generally much smaller than ITS America, but just like ITS 

Texas, it provides a highly interactive learning opportunity both for the attendees as well as the 

speakers and exhibitors. Since it is out of state, it is not normally one of those conferences that a 

lot of the Texas membership is able to attend. However, the conference posts presentations and 

attendee lists on their web site and this is another opportunity to learn about developments in our 

business and to be able to follow up on topics of interest for more detail.  

 

The August 2009 conference had more than 35 sessions and has more than 100 presentations 

online available for review.  So, please take a moment, while the presentations are still available 

and, go to the link and look though the topics, you are bound to find a handful that will offer 

some valuable insight and information to help you with a current project or plan.     

http://www.nritsconference.org/Proceedings2009.html  

 

The 2010 NRITS conference will be held August 1-4 in Huntington Beach, West Virginia. 

Conference information can be found at  http://www.nritsconference.org/. 

 
 

 

Distracted Driving 

 

 

In an effort to put an end to distracted driving, DOT has launched a new campaign that includes 

a national strategy, key messages, a logo and marketing materials to promote the message to 

simply Put it Down! and  is encouraging community groups, schools, parents, employers and law 

enforcement groups to visit the Get Involved section for more information. Here is the link to 

their website: www.distraction.gov.   

http://www.nritsconference.org/Proceedings2009.html
http://www.nritsconference.org/
http://www.distraction.gov/
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Although not necessarily a direct ITS issue, distracted driving probably contributes to many of 

the incidents that we end up managing and tracking with our ITS systems. As cell phones, PDAs 

and various vehicle navigation devices become an ever increasing in vehicle extension of our 

ITS systems, the potential of increased influence of ITS and distracted driving is sure to grow. 

The site has some interesting statistics and is well worth a visit. The following are text extracts 

from the website:  

A 2008 survey by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reveals an 

increase in the use of electronic devices while driving and some regional differences in this 

practice. 

Overview 

The percentage of young drivers texting or using other hand-held electronic devices has 

increased from 2007, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 2008 

nationwide survey, which provides the only nationwide probability-based observed data on 

driver electronic device use in the United States. The survey shows that the hand-held cell phone 

use rate in 2008 translates into 812,000 vehicles being driven by someone using a hand-held cell 

phone at any given moment during daylight hours. It also translates into an estimated 11 percent 

of all vehicles that had drivers who were using some type of phone (hand-held or hands-free). 

Highlights 

 Nationwide, those drivers observed visibly manipulating hand-held electronic devices 

increased from 0.7 percent to 1.0 percent.  

 Some 1.7 percent of drivers 16 to 24 years old were observed visibly manipulating 

hand-held electronic devices, up from 1.0 percent the previous year.  

 More drivers in Western States were observed manipulating hand-held electronic 

devices (2.1%) than in the other regions of the country (from 0.4% in the Northeast 

to 0.8% in the Midwest).  

 The use of hand-held devices increased the most in the West, from 0.6 percent in 

2007 to 2.1 percent in 2008.  

The observed use rate of hand-held electronic devices was higher among females (1.2%) than 

among males (0.8%).their eyes or their focus off the road – even for just a few seconds – they put 

their lives and the  

There are three main types of distraction: 

 Visual — taking your eyes off the road  

 Manual — taking you hands of the wheel  

 Cognitive — taking your mind off what you’re doing  

Distracted driving is any non-driving activity a person engages in that has the potential to 

distract him or her from the primary task of driving and increase the risk of crashing. 
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While all distractions can endanger drivers’ safety, texting is the most alarming because it 

involves all three types of distraction. 

Other distracting activities include: 

 Using a cell phone  

 Eating and drinking  

 Talking to passengers  

 Grooming  

 Reading, including maps  

 Using a PDA or navigation system  

 Watching a video  

 Changing the radio station, CD, or Mp3 player.  

 

Research on distracted driving reveals some surprising facts: 

 Using a cell phone use while driving, whether it’s hand-held or hands-free, delays a 

driver's reactions as much as having a blood alcohol concentration at the legal limit 

of .08 percent. (Source: University of Utah)  

 Driving while using a cell phone reduces the amount of brain activity associated with 

driving by 37 percent. (Source: Carnegie Mellon)  

 Nearly 6,000 people died in 2008 in crashes involving a distracted driver, and more 

than half a million were injured. (NHTSA)  

 The younger, inexperienced drivers under 20 years old have the highest proportion of 

distraction-related fatal crashes.  

Drivers who use hand-held devices are four times as likely to get into crashes serious enough to 

injure themselves. (Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety)  

 
 

 

   

Proposed Rule Banning Texting by Truck & Bus Drivers 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced a federal rule that 

proposes to specifically prohibit texting by interstate commercial truck and bus drivers. The 

proposed rule would make permanent an interim ban announced in January 2010 that applied 

existing safety rules to the specific issue of texting.   

The Department also announced an unprecedented partnership with Cornell University to 

increase public involvement and collaboration in the rulemaking process.  The Cornell e-
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Rulemaking Initiative (CeRI) partnership will make the federal regulatory process more 

accessible to the public through Regulation Room, an online public participation environment 

where people can learn about and discuss proposed federal regulations and provide effective 

feedback to the Department.   

"This is good news on two fronts," said Secretary LaHood.  "This rulemaking keeps our 

commitment to making our roads safer by reducing the threat of distracted driving. And our 

partnership with Cornell on the e-Rulemaking Initiative is an important step toward keeping 

President Obama's promise of opening government to more effective citizen participation."  

Today’s proposed rule to ban texting by drivers of commercial vehicles and bus drivers is the 

first effort in this innovative partnership.  Citizens can find more information on the Cornell 

online effort and provide comments on the proposed rule at regulationroom.org over the next 30 

days.  The Department of Transportation encourages participation in this rulemaking through 

Regulation Room, but the public may also submit comments to the DOT docket at 

regulation.gov. 

FMCSA research shows that drivers who send and receive text messages take their eyes off the 

road for an average of 4.6 seconds out of every 6 seconds while texting.  At 55 miles per hour, 

this means that the driver is traveling the length of a football field, including the end zones, 

without looking at the road.   

Drivers who text while driving are more than 20 times more likely to get in an accident than non-

distracted drivers.  Because of the safety risks associated with the use of electronic devices while 

driving, FMCSA is also working on additional regulatory measures that will be announced in the 

coming months. 

"We are committed to using every resource available to eliminate the dangers of distracted 

driving,‖ said FMCSA Administrator Anne S. Ferro.  ―This rulemaking to prohibit texting by 

interstate commercial truck and bus drivers, along with the Cornell E-Rulemaking Initiative, 

reinforces our unwavering commitment and provides the public with a unique opportunity to 

share their ideas and comments on how together we can make our roads safer.‖   

The proposed rule will be on public display in the Federal Register March 31 and will appear in 

print in the Federal Register on April 1. 

During the September 2009 Distracted Driving Summit, the Secretary announced the 

Department’s plan to pursue this regulatory action, as well as rulemakings to reduce the other 

 risks posed by distracted driving.  

President Obama also signed an Executive Order directing federal employees not to engage in 

text messaging while driving government-owned vehicles or with government-owned 

equipment.  Federal employees were required to comply with the ban starting on December 30, 

2009.   
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The public can follow the progress of the U.S. Department of Transportation in working to 

combat distracted driving at www.distraction.gov. 

 
 

 

   

New Advisory Council Members for Transportation Statistics 
 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood announced the appointment of 10 new 

members to the Advisory Council on Transportation Statistics (ACTS) to advise the 

Department’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS), a part of the Research and Innovative 

Technology Administration (RITA), on statistical matters. ―We are bringing together a 

knowledgeable group from diverse parts of the transportation community to provide their 

expertise to the Department,‖ Secretary LaHood said. ―The new ACTS members will assist the 

Department in coordinating data and statistics with our work on transportation systems for the 

future.‖ RITA Administrator Peter Appel said the appointments are an important step for BTS. ―I 

expect the new ACTS members to provide recommendations to help BTS increase the quality 

and relevance of its data at a time when the Department is working to create a 21st century 

transportation system,‖ he said. ―These appointments are a springboard for BTS’ future as a vital 

factor in transportation.‖ ACTS was created by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 

Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) of 2005 to advise BTS on the 

quality, reliability, consistency, objectivity, and relevance of transportation statistics and 

analyses collected, supported, or disseminated by the Bureau and the Department. The new 

members are: 

 

 Christina Casgar, San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)/San Diego Port 

Authority;  

Robert Costello, American Trucking Associations;  

Elizabeth Deakin, University of California, Berkeley; 

George Donohue, George Mason University; 

John Gray, Association of American Railroads;  

Michael Replogle, Institute for Transportation and Development Policy; 

Anthony Kane, American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials; 

Kara Kockelman, University of Texas at Austin;  

Leanna Depeau, Missouri Department of Transportation;  

John-Paul Clarke, Georgia Institute of Technology. 

 

The new appointees replace previous ACTS members whose terms expired. 

 
 

 

http://www.distraction.gov/
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Spring Technical Training 
 

 Details have not been finalized yet, but we are planning a summer training session as well as a 
conference session in November. As soon as a final training topic and venue have been selected 
we will be informing the membership. We are working on developing a FhWA session on 
Performance Measurement, tentatively at DalTrans in the June/July timeframe, Check the web 
site frequently for the date, topic, and registration information. 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter Articles 
 

 The ITS Texas newsletter is a great way for you as an ITS professional to share your projects, 
plans or other ITS related items with the ITS community.  If you have information concerning 
any ITS project within the state that you feel may be of interest to the membership, PLEASE 
contact Charlie Brindell.  If you have an idea and are not sure of its interest go ahead and 
contact me so we can discuss. SERIOUSLY – the membership wants to hear about upcoming or 
ongoing ITS projects.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
 

 

Your 2010 ITS Texas Board of Directors 
President: Bob Brydia ● TTI, College Station 

Vice President: Gary Jost ● Teal Engineering, Valley View 

Secretary: Andy Oberlander ● TxDOT, Dallas 

Treasurer: Steve Novosad ● PBS&J, San Antonio 

Past President: Brian Burk ● TxDOT, Austin 

Director: Charlie Brindell ● AECOM, Houston 

Director: Dave Carter ● City of Richardson 

Director: Jeffrey Weatherford ● City of Houston 

Director: Robert Bacon ● MICA Corporation, Dallas 
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ITS Texas Supporters 
 

  
 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ITS Texas supporters web page 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

 
For information on advertising in 
the newsletter visit the ITS Texas 

supporters web page 
Or contact Andy Oberlander 

214 320-4438 or 
aoberla@dot.state.tx.us 
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